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MESSAGE FROM THE OFFICE OF THE 
PRESIDENTIAL ADVISER ON THE PEACE PROCESS 
(OPAPP)

Amidst the serious challenges and obstacles confronting the peace process in Southern 
Philippines in 2008, the Mindanao Trust Fund for Reconstruction and Development 
Program (MTF-RDP) continued to shed rays of hope in conflict-affected communities. I 
am particularly pleased to note the expansion of the program to other sites, creating more 
spaces for sustained collaborative peace-building among key stakeholders: the national 
government, the Bangsamoro Development Agency, the local government units, the donor 
community led by the World Bank, and the people themselves.  

Year 2008 saw a major shift in the peace paradigm. To date, emphasis is placed on the 
conduct of authentic dialogue with the communities and stakeholders as the more 
important focus of the peace process. I regard the MTF-RDP as an effective vehicle for 
genuine dialogue not just in words but, more significantly, dialogue in action that 
significantly empowers the people in relatively less advantaged areas. The program is 
laudable for effectively promoting peace-building not only as a community-based process 
but one that is community-driven.  Its unique approach is indeed worth replicating. 

With the current thrust on Projects for Peace in Mindanao, as announced by Her 
Excellency Gloria Macapagal Arroyo during the first Cabinet meeting in Iligan City this 
year, the Philippine government through the OPAPP is even more committed to pursue 
the program as a flagship endeavor in support of the peace process with the Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front. The rehabilitation and development of conflict-affected areas need not 
wait for the peace negotiations to conclude. Through the MTF-RDP, we hope to build and 
sustain strong partnership with more and more local leaders who are at the forefront of 
transforming communities into more productive zones and thereby nurturing the 
grassroots peace constituency.  

On behalf of the Philippine government, I wish to extend our profound appreciation and 
deep gratitude to the donor community – particularly, the World Bank as the Fund 
Administrator of the Program, the Australian Agency for International Development, the 
Canadian International Development Agency, the New Zealand Agency for International 
Development,  Swedish  International  Development  Cooperation  Agency,  the  European
Commission, the German Development Service (DED) and the United States Agency for 
International Development -- for their unwavering support to the pursuit of a 
comprehensive, just and lasting peace especially in Mindanao. 

Mabuhay!

Secretary Avelino I. Razon, Jr. 
Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process 
and Co-Chair, MTF Interim Steering Committee 
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